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StjHILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1931. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Seghill  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1931, 
as  follows  :  — 

(In  accordance  with  Circular  1206). 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area:  1427  acres. 

Population  (Registrar  Generals  estimate  1931) :  2,612 

(resident). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1931)  according  to  Rate 
book  :  581. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  :  £30. 

Reduced  Rateable  value:  £7,882. 

The  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  Coal  Mining, 
a  few  men  and  girls  are  employed  at  the  Brickworks. 

These  occupations  are  not  considered  deleterious  to  the 
health  of  the  workers,  though  some  individuals  are  not 
physically  fitted  for  work  m  the  mine. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics, 


Live  Births 


Legitimate  :  24  males,  27  females,  Total  51. 


Illep:itimate  : 
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Still-births --Legitimate  ->  males,  2  females.  Total  o. 
Deaths:  17  males,  11  females.  Total  28. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  20-9. 
Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  births  85. 
Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  lOG. 
Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and 
childbirth.  From  sepsis  :  None;  other  causes  :  One  (cardiac). 
Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births  :  77. 

Legitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births:  77. 

No  deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) :  2  males. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  :  None. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  :  None. 

An  increase  in  Infant  mortality  was  due  to  prevalence 
of  Measles  and  Influenza  in  children  with  sequelae  of 
respiratory  diseases. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  ArL  .. 


1.  (a)  Medical. — A  part  time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  acting  as  Medical  Officer  to  the  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
Public  Vaccinator,  and  District  Medical  Officer  under  the 
Poor  Law  Acts. 

(d)  Others. ^ — A  full  time  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Surveyor  shared  with  an  adjoining  district,  a  Health  Visitor 
supplied  by  the  County.  Veterinary  Services,  Public  Analyst, 
and  a  Vaccination  Officer,  are  supplied  by  the  County  and 
Public  Assistance  Committee. 

2.  (a)  Nursing  in  the  Home. — The  local  District 
Nursing  Association,  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Service 
which  supplies  Inspection,  is  kept  up  by  small  subscriptions 
by  its  members,  with  a  few  donations  added. 

The  District  Nurse  attends  Medical  and  Surgical  cases 
in  the  homes  of  the  subscribers,  but  no  infectious  cases  are 
attended. 


{d)  No  arrangements  are  made  for  the  nursing  of 
Infectious  Diseases  m  the  home.  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
Fmteric,  and  Smallpox  cases  are  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  when  they  occur. 

3.  Midwives.- — There  are  two  Midwives  practising  m 
the  District,  one  is  the  District  Nurse.  Both  are  C.M.B. 

They  are  not  subsidised. 

4.  The  Local  Authority  has  nothing  to  do'  with  National 
Health  Insurance. 

5.  Does  not  apply. 

6.  Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  County 
for  the  examination  of  food  stuffs,  Water,  Milk,  and  also  for 
pathological  and  clinical  specimens,  Sputum,  swabs,  etc. 

7.  Legislation  in  Force. — Public  Health  Act,  1892. 
(parts  1  and  2);  Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease  Act,  1892. 
There  are  no  Local  Bye-laws  or  Acts  in  force. 

8.  Hospitals. — The  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  New¬ 
castle-upon-Tyne,  receives  Medical  or  Surgical  cases,  Venereal 
Diseases,  Orthopoedic,  Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat.  The  latter 
are  also  received  by  the  Rye  Hill  Hospital,  Newcastle.  Eye 
cases  at  the  Royal,  and  St.  Mary’s  Hospitals. 


Tuberculosis  at  the  County  Sanatoria  at  Woolley,  and 
Stanmngton.  Mental  cases  at  the  County  Asylum,  Morpeth. 

Maternity,  Puerperal  Fever,  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  cases 
at  the  Princess  Mary  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

Such  Chronic  sick  who  cannot  be  attended  in  their  homes 
may  be  sent  to  the  Public  Assistance  Hospital  at  Preston. 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  would  be  sent  to  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  In  event  of  a  case  of 
Gonococcal  Ophthalmia  it  would  have  to  go  to  the  Preston 
Road,  as  St.  Mary’s  do  not  admit  such  cases. 

Infectious  Diseases.  These  cases  are  sent  to  the 
Scaffold  Hill  Isolation  Hospital  which  is  subsidised  by  the 
Council. 

The  Hospitals  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne  are  of  necessity 
greatly  taxed  to  accommodate  all  the  applicants  for  treat¬ 
ment. 

Sections  6  and  7  do  not  apply  here. 

9.  {a)  Infectious  Cases  are  removed  by  the  motor 
ambulance  which  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

{b)  Non-infectious  and  accident  cases  are  removed 
in  the  motor  ambulance  owned  by  the  Colliery  Company. 

(^)  This  ambulance  would  be  used  for  the  removal 
of  a  maternity  case,  if  required. 

10.  All  clinics  are  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  except 
Tuberculosis  at  Blyth,  and  Infant  Welfare  at  .Seghill. 

Section  C.  does  not  apply. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


All  houses  m  the  area  are  now  supplied  with  adequate 
Water  Supply,  the  more  recently  built  ones  have  each  its  own 
supply;  but  the  old  Colliery  houses  are  supplied  by  stand 
pipes  at  intervals  along  the  rows.  A  separate  supply  to 
each  house  would  involve  expensive  structural  alterations. 

A  neighbouring  council  was  informed  of  stream  pollution 
taking  place  in  their  area,  but  no  report  of  reply  is  yet  to 
hand,  probably  the  matter  was  forgotten  or  dropped. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Each  house  has  L  privy 
ashpit  or  water  closet.  There  are  still  the  original  number 
of  earth  closets  or  privy  ashpits,  and  a  few  open  ashpits 
remaining — a  change  to  water  system  is  greatly  to  be  desired. 

Scavenging. — There  is  no  change  for  the  better  m  the 
method  of  removal  of  refuse.  It  is  very  crude  and  inadequate. 
A  change  to  properly  covered  vehicles  instead  of  the  decrepit 
shallow  high  carts  is  very  desirable.  It  seems  impossible 
for  the  carters  to  do  the  job  in  a  cleanly  manner;  when  a 
cart  IS  full  it  is  led  away  regardless  of  the  yawning  open 
door  of  the  privy  with  filth  exuding;  this  is  left  open  till  the 
cart  comes  back  from  the  dump  to  hnish  its  job.  In  its 
journey  it  jolts  its  way  along,  spilling  a  portion  of  its  noisome 
contents  on  the  roads,  where  a  cruel  light  shows  it  up  to 
the  disgrace  of  the  place.  We  know  that  there  are  worse 
places,  but  this  is  under  our  noses  in  more  ways  than  one. 

In  spite  of  the  growth  of  the  place  the  same  old  carts 
are  used,  and  complaints  made  of  the  infrequency  of  their 
visits,  especially  in  the  case  of  houses  inhabited  by  the  larger 
families. 

There  is  a  difference  in  methods  and  management  of 
the  men  employed,  the  experienced  men  made  a  better  job 
of  it  as  a  rule.  The  places  are  not  always  swept  up  cleanly. 
The  new  houses  present  another  problem  in  the  disposal  of 
the  dry  ashes  from  their  bins.  This  has  no  value  on  agri¬ 
cultural  land.  The  emptying  of  the  bins  into  the  high  carts 
on  a  windy  day  is  better  viewed  at  a  distance.  The  bin  is 
raised  to  shoulder  height,  then  the  contents  are  poured  into 
the  open  cart — and  the  storm  follows.  The  only  cover  pro¬ 
vided  is  an  old  pieee  of  sacking,  which  does  not  cover,  or 
camouflage  the  contents  of  the  carts,  but  is  a  cover  of  sorts 
I  suppose. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  is  appended. 

Smoke  Abatement. — No  action  necessary. 

There  are  no  Lodging  houses,  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc., 
and  no  offensive  trades  and  no  hops  growing. 

The  old  schools  are  neither  better  nor  worse  than 
formerly,  they  are  not  adequate  either  for  number  of  pupils 
or  for  sanitation.  A  large  new  school  is  in  course  of  erection, 
which  appears  to  be  quite  up  to  date  in  every  respect. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  in  which  Rag  Flock 
is  manufactured,  used,  or  sold. 
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Housing. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year:  — 


(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwellingr-houses  inspected  for 
defects  (under  Public  Health  Act  or  Housing"  Acts)  ... 
(^)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  [a)  Number  of  dwellingr-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 
head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing;-  consolidated  Regrulations,  1925 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwellingr-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dang-erous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  foi 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwellingr-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


10 

10 


16 

16 


none 


none 


2  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers 


3  Action  binder  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — ■ 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930, 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  .  none 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

[a]  By  owners  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  none 

\b\  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  none 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  none 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  Bv  owners  ...  ...  •••  none 

ib)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners .  none 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing- 

Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . .  •••  none 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  .  •••  none 

D. — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930.  ‘ 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  resi^ect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  f  ...-  none 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  none 
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E. — Proceeding's  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

{a)  By  owners 

(&)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 


none 


none 

none 


none 


F. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  xA.ct,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having- 

been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — Farms  and  Dairies  are  inspected, 
and  the  Milk  of  the  various  Milk  Vendors  who  visit  the  District 
was  examined  Bacteriologically  for  Tubercular  Bacilli  and 
Bacterial  content  and  reported  on  by  the  Bacteriological 
Department  of  the  County  Council  during  the  year. 

(Z>)  Meat  Shops  and  Slaughter  Houses  have  also  been 
inspected. 

Sections  (c)  and  (d)  do  not  apply. 

There  is  no  public  dissemination  of  knowledge  of 
nutrition  except  occasional  press  articles,  which  may  be  read. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other 

Diseases. 


There  was  an  extraordinary  absence  of  Infectious 
Notifiable  Disease  during  the  past  year,  three  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  no  Scarlet  Fever  or  Puerperal  disease,  i.e..  Fever 
or  Pyrexia  or  other  Fevers.  There  were  16  cases  cf 
Pneumonia  notified,  two  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  one  case  of  Tubercular  Meningitis. 
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district  like  this  where  the  housing  accommodation 
IS  barely  sufficient  for  the  family  m  health;  a  problem  is 
encountered  when  isolation  is  suggested  for  the  treatment 
of  a  possibly  infectious  case;  it  becomes  imperative  to  send 
each  case  to  hospital  not  excepting  those  individual  cases 
where  m  a  small  family  with  ample  accommodation  for  a 
spare  room.  These  people  promise  with  every  intention  of 
carrying  out  instructions  to  isolate  the  case,  but  when  the 
acute  stage  is  over,  they  let  the  patient  out  or  have  a  friend 
or  playmate  in,  and  “  the  fat  is  in  the  hre.” 

1931  was  a  series  of  epidemics.  Measles,  Whoopmg 
Cough  and  Influenza  (among  children)  with  its  accompanying 
respiratory  diseases. 

School  intimations  have  been  considerably  less,  only  a 
few  “  skin  ”  cases  have  been  sent  m. 

There  has  been  little  use  of  Pathological  facilities  owing 
to  the  fortunate  lack  of  material  for  such  investigations  and 
the  loss  of  time  involved  m  the  examination  of  swabs  in 
suspected  Diphtheria  cases:  the  best  thing  to  do  in  these 
cases  IS  to  get  the  case  into  hospital  rapidly,  after  adminis¬ 
tration  of  serum. 

There  was  no  necessity  for  any  vaccinations  or  re- 
vaccmations  to  be  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations, 

1917. 

As  there  were  no  cases  of  locally  contracted  anthrax, 
epidemic  jaundice,  undulant  fever  or  psittacosis,  and  only 
two  or  three  cases  of  rheumatic  fever  (though  plenty  of 
muscular  rheumatism)  there  was  no  opportunity  or  necessity 
for  special  attention.  Cancer  is  most  frequently  found  m 
the  digestive  organs,  i.e.,  Stomach  or  pelvic  colon,  with 
breast  cases  occasionally.  Two  fatal  cases  in  the  Registrar 
Generals  return  for  the  year.  Disinfection  of  all  premises 
where  there  has  been  any  notification  of  Infectious  Disease 
IS  always  promptly  carried  out,  infected  articles  of  clothing, 
person,  or  bedding,  is  carried  out  at  the  Isolation  hospital. 

Disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Colliery  Company  on 
the  evacuation  of  infested  premises,  some  of  the  old  houses 
where  people  have  occupied  the  same  house  for  years,  have 
to  be  done,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  some  of  our  late  tenants 
in  the  new  council  houses  have  left  hlthy  places  behind  them. 

With  the  dumping  of  household  refuse  at  two  particular 
sites,  I  am  informed  that  there  has  been  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  rats.  I  believe  they  are  rather 
welcomed  as  scavengers,  and  left  alone,  except  when  they 
invade  the  pigeon  houses.  I  think  there  has  been  a 
diminution  of  mosquitoes  the  last  few  years  owing  to  the 
rains  and  lack  of  warm  weather,  I  have  not  come  across  any 
case  of  Malaria  acquired  in  the  district. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  i  .  year. 

Smallpox.  No  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever.  No  cases. 

Diphtheria.  Three  cases  notified  (Registrar’s  Return). 
Admitted  to  Hospital.  Recovered. 

Enteric  Fever.  No  cases. 

Puerperal  Fever.  No  cases. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  No  cases. 

Pneumonia.  16  cases  notified.  Treated  at  home. 
Two  Deaths. 

No  other  diseases  notified  locally  or  generally. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. — No  action  necessary  under 
the  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.-  No  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  occurred. 

Tuberculosis, 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Non-Pul- 

rnonarp. 

Pulmon¬ 

ary. 

Non-Pul- 

m  on  ary. 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

21  years 

1 

1  MENINGITIS 

19  „ 

f 

1 

1 

34  ,, 

1 

46  „ 

1 

Totals  .  . 

2 

2 

2 

Mortality  (Tuberculis)  from  local  figures. 
Transfers  from  Poor  Law  Institution. 


Age  22  years,  1  Female  Pulmonary. 

,,  4  ,,  1  Male  Renal  (not  notified  till  death) 


No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  62  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 
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General  Remarks. 


The  morbidity  due  to  Epidemic  diseases  during  1931 
was  higher  than  I  remember  here  among  young  children,  and 
we  are  very  lucky  to  get  off  with  so  few  deaths  from 
Bronchial  affections,  considering  that  after  a  spell  of  Measles 
we  were  faced  with  unusual  Influenza  among  children,  and 
immediately  after  that  Whooping  Cough  obtained  a  strong 
hold  among  children  already  debilitated  by  previous  disease, 
with  low  resistance. 


I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

PERGIYAL  HENDERSON, 

M.D.,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  &c. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Seghill  Urban  District  Council, 
April  5th,  1932. 
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SEuHILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  Year  1931. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Seghill  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1931. 

[  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

A  Hooted  Acts  -I  ■  (Parts  I  &  III). 

P  1  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

i  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 


Roads  and  Streets. 

During  the  Year  under  review  the  following  works  were 
carried  out  at  a  total  cost  of  £1,388:- — 

The  Fold  Yards  were  excavated,  penned  and  laid  with 
Tarred  Macadam. 

Pit  Lane  was  re-surfaced  with  Tarred  Macadam  for  a 
distance  of  1,520  square  yards,  and  the  footpath  laid  for 
188  square  yards. 

Burn’s  Yard  and  Chapel  Row  were  excavated,  penned, 
and  laid  with  Tarred  Macadam. 

School  Lane  was  re-surfaced  for  a  distance  of  150  square 
yards. 

The  front  street  of  Post  Office  Row  was  laid  with 
bituminous  material. 

At  Blue  Row,  19  yards  of  concrete  kerb  were  provided, 
and  the  footpath  laid  for  25  yards. 

Mill  Lane  was  re-surfaced  with  Tarred  Macadam  for 
a  distance  of  2,742  square  yards. 

The  Fold  Yards  were  sprayed  with  cold  emulsion. 

On  Seghill  Church  Road  the  surplus  ash  was  removed, 
and  depressions  filled  up  and  rolled. 

One  new  wicket  gate  was  provided  on  the  Middle  Farm 
Footpath. 
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Generally,  the  main  roads  and  made  streei^  were 
rriamtained  and  kept  m  good  order.  A  section  of  Mill  Lane 
is  in  a  very  bad  state,  and  should  be  re-surfaced.  It  is 
unwise  to  allow  any  road  or  street,  when  once  made,  to  go 
indefinitely  without  attention,  as  the  delayed  cost  is  always 
greater  than  judicious  repairs  from  time  to  time. 

A  marked  improvement  was  felt  by  the  residents  m  and 
around  those  streets  which  were  re-surfaced  during  the  year, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  continue  on  other  streets. 

Your  attention  is  directed  again  to  the  state  of  the  roads 
to  the  No.  1  Housing  Scheme,  and  the  decay  should  be 
arrested  before  it  is  too  late. 

Sewerage. 

The  various  sewers  are  all  connected  to  the  Seaton  Burn 
Valley  Joint  Sewer,  and  these  are  working  satisfactorily. 

The  pollution,  by  sewage,  of  the  stream  from  West 
Cramlington  near  the  Bay  Horse  Inn  was  brought  to  your 
notice  during  the  year. 

At  Hunter’s  Farm,  IT  yards  of  new  dram  were  laid  to 
these  houses,  and  connected  to  the  sewers.  These  houses 
were  previously  without  drains. 

Twenty-six  yards  of  drain  were  re-laid  at  the  Workmen’s 
Club  and  connected  to  the  sewer  m  Back  Cheviot  View. 

Thirty  yards  of  4"  dram,  four  gullies  and  two  chambers 
were  provided  to  Gleghorn’s  house  and  shop  m  Station  Road. 

The  drains  at  the  Fold  Yards  were  provided  with  man¬ 
holes  for  access  and  inspection. 

The  examination  and  cleansing  of  all  drains  m  the 
district  are  regularly  carried  out  by  your  workmen. 

A  new  sewer  is  required  at  Whitehead’s  Buildings  to 
prevent  flooding,  and  this  should  be  carried  out  before  th^ 
street  works  are  put  m  hand. 

Water  Supply. 

The  supply  of  water  for  the  district  is  taken  m  bulk 
from  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  and 
distributed  through  their  own  system  of  mams. 

Defects  on  the  water  mams  are  of  frequent  occurrence, 
due  to  subsidence  caused  by  Colliery  workings,  and  con¬ 
sequently  a  large  amount  of  water  is  wasted. 

Two  hundred  yards  of  3"  water  main  were  laid  to 
Housing  Scheme  No.  3,  and  20  service  connections  provided. 

A  new  3"  connection  was  provided  for  the  New  School 
and  a  1"  meter  fixed. 

A  new  meter  was  also  fixed  at  the  Victory  Club. 

Two  additional  water  taps  were  provided  at  Flat  Top 

Row. 
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Ti_  ’provision  of  a  direct  water  supply,  with  water  tap 
to  each  house,  in  place  of  stand  pipes,  is  worthy  of 
consideration  by  the  Council,  and  would  be  conducive  to  less 
waste  of  water  on  the  part  of  the  householder. 

The  total  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  was 
20,304,000  gallons  as  against  16,609,000  gallons  for  1930. 
The  daily  consumption  was  55,627  gallons  as  against  45,504 
gallons  for  1930.  The  consumption  per  head  per  day  was 
21’4  gallons  as  against  IT'5  gallons  for  1930.  The  total 
consumption  shews  an  increase  of  3,695,000  gallons  on  1930. 

Scavenging. 

The  scavenging  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by 
Contract,  and  m  a  fairly  satisfactory  manner.  The  refuse 
IS  removed  by  carts  to  tips  controlled  by  the  Council. 

Many  complaints  were  made  with  reference  to  the 
removal,  such  as  spilling  of  refuse  on  to  the  roads,  dust  and 
foul  paper  on  windy  days  causing  a  nuisance  throughout  the 
area. 

The  question  of  refuse  removal  by  a  covered  mechanical 
vehicle  should  be  considered,  as  many  of  the  complaints 
alluded  to  would  be  overcome. 

During  the  year  19  privies  and  ashpits  were  repaired  by 
the  owners  after  informal  notice  was  served. 

The  total  cost  of  scavenging  the  district  for  the  year 
was  T26T,  equal  to  9/2d.  per  house  per  annum. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

155  new  houses  erected  in  the  area  by  the  Council  are 
provided  with  water  closets,  and  sanitary  ash  bins  for  refuse, 
the  latter  being  emptied  twice  per  week.  Houses  erected 
by  private  enterprise  are  similarly  provided.  The  remainder 
of  working  class  dwellings  have  privy  middens  or  privy  ash¬ 
pits.  The  conversion  of  the  latter  to  the  water  carriage 
system  is  recommended  for  your  consideration. 

Public  Lighting. 

Street  lighting  was  well  maintained,  and  all  repairs 
effected  as  required.  The  total  number  of  street  lamps  is  95. 

During  the  year  the  lighting  was  extended  to  West  Farm 
(T  lights),  and  to  Mare’s  Close  (4  lights).  One  light  was 
provided  to  Back  Station  Road. 

Private  Street  Works, 

Plans,  Estimates  and  Provisional  Apportionment  Notices 
were  prepared  for  the  making  up  of  Back  Cheviot  View,  and 
Back  East  View  and  West  View,  and  a  Loan  obtained  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  works  were  commenced  by  direct 
labour  during  December,  1931,  and  should  be  completed  in 
the  early  part  of  the  coming  year.  These  works  will  be 
an  outstanding  improvement  to  this  locality. 
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Housing. 

On  the  16th  March,  1931,  work  was  commenced  on  the 
No.  3  Housing  Scheme  of  40  Flats,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  16  houses  were  completed  and  occupied.  The  remainder 
will  be  completed  in  the  early  part  of  1932. 

The  roads  and  sewers  in  connection  with  this  Scheme 
were  also  in  an  advanced  stage  at  the  end  of  the  year,  this 
work  being  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 

During  1931,  12  houses  were  inspected  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  and  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations,  1925. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year, 
and  was  removed  to  hospital.  Disinfectants  were  supplied 
and  the  premises  were  fumigated. 

Several  dirty  houses  were  fumigated  by  request. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the  area, 
and  these  were  inspected  and  found  tc  be  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  All  these  premises  are  modern  buildings,  with 
efficient  lighting  and  ventilation,  and  have  a  supply  of  water. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops, 

The  number  of  registered  producers  and  retailers  of  milk 
m  this  area  is  eight. 

There  are  three  cowsheds  in  the  district,  and  these 
premises  are  kept  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Six  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  County 
Medical  OTcer  of  Health.  The  result  in  each  case  was 
Negative. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  is  one  Factory  (Brickworks),  and  two  workshops 
(Joiner  and  Blacksmith)  m  the  area.  Sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  IS  provided  in  each  instance,  and  the  premises  are 
kept  in  a  proper  condition. 

No  bake-houses  exist  in  the  area. 

Petrol  Stores. 

One  Petroleum  Spirit  Store  is  licensed  in  the  area,  and 
this  kept  under  proper  conditions. 

^  I  am.  Gentlemen, 

- - -  -  Your  obedient  Servant, 

ANTHONY  DORIN, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


26th  April,  1932. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT*  Sanitary  Officer’s  Order,  1926,  Art.  19(15). 
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Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations,  1925. 


Tabular  Statement  as  required  by  Article  31,  for  Year  1931. 


Houses  Erected  during  the  Year:  — 

With  State 
assistance. 

Unaided. 

Total. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

16 

— 

“16 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  ,  . 

— 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses: 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling*  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing- 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ..•  •••  ••• 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing*  (Consolidated) 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ••.  •••  ~ 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  hah  it  ati  on  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

under  (3)  above)  found  not  to  be  “  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ”  .  none 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices . 

NONE. 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers: 

A  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 : 

NONE. 

B  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

NONE. 

C  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925: 

NONE. 
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Summary  of  Work  Effected. 


After 
Letter  or 
Interview. 

After 

Informal 

Notice. 

After 
Stat’t’y 
Motice  1 

Total, 

CO 

o 

o 

Privies  abolished 

s 

0> 

■  liH 

c 

o 

c 

o 

o 

,,  repaired 

1 

Privy  ashpits  abolished 

1 

,,  ,,  roofed  or  repaired 

18 

18 

>« 

c5 

Pail-closets  abolished ... 

i 

1 

*E 

OS 

Water-closets  provided 

• 

CA 

,,  ,,  repaired 

1 

1 

1 

Sanitary  bins  provided 

,,  ,,  renewed 

— - - - 

New  drains  constructed 

73 

i 

73 

Drains  repaired  and  reconstructed 

4 

4 

di) 

cn 

c 

Additional  gullies  provided 

Old  gullies  replaced  ... 

! 

■  HB 

Q 

Scullery  sinks  provided 

i 

i 

1 

,,  waste-pipes  repaired  .. 

4 

1 

] 

4 

,,  ,,  ,,  trapped  .. 

1 

1 

Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed 

! 

Water 

Supply 

Sources  closed  or  discontinued 

New  service  provided  — 

—  No.  of  houses  affected  — 

No.  of  houses  affected  — 
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Rivers  Pollution. 

(none). 


Food  Inspection. 

(none). 


Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

(none). 


-^•1 


